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He If m«c/ei fcy the Sieiuat/md Rwj^'tf i^i^***- 
ra«fi«t, m Otnena Court iufemtM^ and k^ ^^ 

tkact. 1* Hie iiihabitafliix>f the town of Wor- 
xsestter shall continue to be a body politic and cor- 
pwste, nnder the name #f Ibe Cjlf of. Woroes- 
ten awS^ a8«K3ii» siiafl hiPrt^tisom^&^mAer^M^ 
fAithenfllits imiminiies, powet# luid privilegeB, 
and'sMi^ sAbjeciie all thfi 4«^|k«Ad obtiga- 
«ioii8 W9W immmh^m «p(Hi, and a{^rtauiing to, 

SECt. 2. The administration «f aU ^ fiscal, 
fim^tentiai and m«Aidi»ftl affftic^ of said cHy> 
«nidithttf9(Mrera«»iit<heieo^9bfi1i,be veaj^ in. 
tmie pAwi'qnA'oSksfr^ te^ fflf lod the mayor ; one 
<K»i»ieil«i mftfactobe isalMliie aboard of alde£* 
meft.; .wdtoae coanoii. of itw«iQF*<9iirt tjo be cal- 
led .the MMnmcMi^oiiQeil, wbiok b<A9^ i« their- 
jjoiot oaqpaeiif vshailliadeiioaftiiialad the cilf Qonm- 
«il, and tbs atembentkeisedf^feidllie 9wemlotbe 
<hldiM.peiibc«iflMMaaftliedttb8eitiiieivr le^p^l- 
ive o£&ces. A m^oriity «f eaeb ibonvd shaCl coa- 
49titnlaa4ii9iitim ib«^ InuMsaetien of business, 
jKuk 99 member -af eiiaiier bofivd diftU roooive a<yr 
«cNPpotis«Uoii ImtMs ^f vic«8^ ^ 

'^f^. 3. It «b^ b& t^fr4|tff pi the selectmea of 
klmMmtL,Q£ ^^megg^^m h9fin.a» ^ay be after 
/the (laaiage of<>thi94^ m^.Hf jopfi^ptaacei^y the 
ijiliaibitailts^ as hensi^al^E pravj4od,,to ,divide 
)«iud towa. ia)» ^yu 3Wa«l§» ip ^ioataqiy*^ nearly 
as tnay be, conveniendy, an equal camber ^ in- 
MibitaiiiMi.: . 4Mi«6Mib^ «hp d^ty of Oteoity- 
t^«eQiJUj»af^i« fivftypars, and notoAener, td 
IP^9gifif,4Mi)Cit<besBc;efUB|» to ajler s^dwaids^ 
iiist«?bnNK)^eKas<9P)re9ei;ve,as ne««iyasmay 
^.aq eqi^>Pii^Kl?«&roit4«4i9bit9o|sifie»eh ward* 
Immm 4m^ «^PM:4 to e«pfiFmenpe in. otlier re« 

jvUy, there shall be o^o^ea hy ballot, ji^eaQh of said 
( Wf^K^, Q. >^|k|^eA» p|^, .and three iii|;|i^tors. of; 

-elections, residents of t]:|9 .wsxds in w)iich they are 
-. cho^^p, whoi^hair hpldri^^ offices for one year^ 
,#«d uactt .<;^|8^,^9Miuiy^ bQen cho«ea in thei^ 



plaoe^, and (|VAlified to act. t\ shfllV be the diit^ 
of »iioh warden to preside at all 'wvtd ttuM^f^ 
with ^te^weks.of moderator of «»wii.rn«etNi«k' 
And if at any sneh tmem^y the warAni ^hA 
notbe pcftseati «be olerh dl mdk mmtA dnli:«4i 
the.meetiiig to «tdervi ahd piaside «aiil » WajiAeit 
|wo;4^ii||«i«,«haUb0 c|K^aen by baHbt. And'll^ 
«< Kay me^tngr, &e e]Aidc.^4U'iio«bB( piMm^^ 
<ietfc,|«-Q4tetivoi^^dNriA;ia»ickosQ»4)y^^ l!fa« 
eto-k sM> rM^fd tdl Hhe^ftrtfieediMp^ madm^^ify 
the vo^^,giyeH,,Mid4eU«er.ofaFlo.hM ftooennnr 
ino/a^^^lls^ch jfeeon^k and jonrtials) iog«llnff 
wMh MI«ithf»rde(Nimenif araipitfieis, hektbgr binA 
in said ci^aoiir- It ahilk be cbe duty of thtf ia- 
spMtom Ql«toQtMKi«/taaiai0tlh(» warden in zteaixrv 
iKC>«dafi«t«iig«Qd.poitfitiii^' the votes. Awi M 
\yarden, clff k» and iMp^ctors,* so ohoseiHshall 
respfn^eiy tmiM oa|h faithfully and ktipartiab 
ly to«discbaiseth<^ several duties retative to ati 
elpctionsx which oath ipay be adniir|i4tered by thff 
cierk of such waind.to the waiden, and by the wfusdr 
en to the'clerk and insi^tors, or by any justice ojT 
the peace for the coujity ol 'W'ov^esier. A oeitir 
ficaite that liie oa^h has beif^n .t^ea .shall be enter- 
ed apon the records of t}^f w^^ by the clm;k 
thereof. All war^sants. fix pi^ meetings of tb^ 
citpien3 lbr« ^M^iqqjipl f^i|^(M«^|ta ^^ held eith^ 
inwarjijisQrlngeaerai meetings, ^allbe issued 
by the ma^yor and aldermen, anfi ^hall be in 9pc^ 
forni, an^ sljiall be served, executed, aj^d returned 
in such maimer and at such time, as the city^ 
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fh» new board thall be elected and qualified in 
their plac^, and the mayor shall continue in of- 
fice until another shall be elected and quattfedin 
his place. 

&CT. & On the firs^ Monday in March , annn- 
ally, fmmediately after a warden, eXoAf and in^ 
spectors shall have been elected and sworn, the 
qualified voters in ea^, war^,. shall giv^ in their 
votes for mayor, ridarmen and common cq^neil- 
men, as providfed in the' preceding secfionj • all 
the votes so given shall be assorted, counted, de 
clared and recorded, in open ward meetmgy 
.causing the names of persons voted for, and the 
anmber of vote» j^ven for each, to be written in 
te mwd iteofd at length. The clerk <^ the 
wardt within tweu^-£MU h«uM i^er aoeii eleo- 
An, sbafidelivei! toj^ persona ^vted aaembcia 
AT theeontaaon tfosnctt, oarttfioaie«oi tkeir vieflt- 
ions, respedivefy, tigniBd by *ti» wiade» and 
deik, and la^y a maj«H«y of te inepeoioca of 
dei^EtiMs, mki idiall deftvik to ^e tsity clerk 
a copy of tiie w^etd of Malt etoetiiiot, certified 
lA Hktf iMumar. PimMUd,howefm', that if die 
•faone of mamhevt of the common couneif, shall 
MOlbo effected on thitf day in «»y Ward, the meet* 
^ insaeii w»d may be ftd^^mrmid, fVom tikn^ 
10 time^to comptete msAk eiectimi. The board 
ofaMennen sbaH, as Mtm at oolivantotiy may 
te, Examine ^e oopiai of the reeoMr of Hm 
aevaral wards, certified «• albMsiut}, and ^mII 
oiotse the person who* skitt have been elected 
mayor to be notified, in writing, of his election ; 
biB if it skall appear that no jjerson has re- 
oilved a ma.iority dftbo voles, or if the pejrsbn eteo- 
f^ shall, refuse toaeeepttheofilce', the board shall 
i#ne warrants Ibr a new electibR, and the same 
proceedings sbatibe fitad, in all, respects, as are 
iierefnb^oie' piovided for the choice of mayor, 
and, from time to time j shaH be repeated, until a 
njayordiall be chosen and abid! wetpx said office. 

In case of the decease, resignation, or absence 
df the mayor, or of his inability to perform the du- 
ties of his office, it shall be the duty of the board 
of aldermen and the common cduncil, respective- 
ly, by vote, to declare that a vacancy exists, and 
the cause thereof; and, thereupon, the two boards 
shall meet in convention, and elect a mayor to 
fin such vacancy, and the mayor, thus elected, 
shall hdtd his otfice until the inability causing such 
vacancy shall be removed, or until a new election. 

If it shall appear that the whole number of al- 
dermen have not been elected, the same proceed- 
ings shall be had as are hereinbefore provided m 
regard to the choice of mayor. Each aldertnan 
shall be notified in writing of his election by the 
mayor wo/i. aldermen -for the timfe being. 

The oatl) prescribed foy^this {tct shall foe admin- 
istered to the mayor by tlie city clerk, or by any 



justice of the peace (or the county of Worcester. 

The aldermen and common councilraen elect 
shall, on the first Monday of April, at 10 o'clock in 
the forenoon, meet in convention, when the oath 
required by this act shall be administered to the 
ih^ifdbers of Ihetwo boards present, by the mayor • 
or any justice of the peace for the county of Wor- 
cester, and a certiQcate of such oath having been 
taken aliaU be' enlertd oa tbe journal of the may- 
or and 'aldermon, aifd of the eoininan council, by 
their respective clerks. 

whenever it shall appear that a mayor has 
not been elected previously to the first Monday of 
April afi»resaid» the mayor and aldermen, for the 
time being, riudl make a record of that fact, an 
attested copy of which the city clerk irtiail read at 
the opening of ifaeooaveation, to be holdeA as 
afbresaid. ' 

Afteriheoath h^sbe^i administered as afore* 
said, the two boards shall: separate, and the com* 
mon council shaltbe organtzud by the cbotee of a 
pref^dent anddetlt, tohoM their offices tespaettve* 
iy during tfie pleasdtie oftbe commoa eonoeii $ tbe 
clerk to be under oath liiutlifbtif to peiAmn tbe 
duties (^his said .office. 

In case of the absenceirf'ibe mayor elect mi the 
first Monday of Aprfl, or if a woof eft sMl not then 
have been elected, the city government aba|l or* 
ganise itself fn the manner hereinbefore piravided, 
and may pi^eeed to buatnees in the samemaaoer 
as if the may«ir w«re present ; and the oath of of^ 
itee may, at any time thereafter, in oonventton of 
the two boards, boadminattovedto liie mayor, and 
any member of the ei^ oonncil who may have 
been abeent a£ the organisation. 

In the absence of the mayw, the board of alder- 
men may choose a pmsidkig offioer, .pro ftrnjuorr , 
who shall also presick at jbint meetings of dte two 
boards. Each board ^balt keep arecordof itluiwn 
pr6ceedhig8, and jadgeof tiie eleetions of jtioam 
members: and in ^aae of Aritete of election, or in 
case of vacancy, declatad by eitber board, the 
mayor ahd aldermen shiA issue their wanaats 
fbr a newdec6oa. 

Sect. 7. The mayor «hall be the cMef execu- 
tive officer of the city. It shall be his duty lo be 
vigHant ahd active in cansing the Uiws andregn- 
lations of the city to be enfbreed, and to keep a 
general supef^sibn over fhe oendttott>f all «nbor- 
dinkte of!ioci^ And lie may, whenever in his 
opinion the public good may require, remove^ 
tvhJi the consent of the appointing pewar, any 
officer over Whose appointment he has, in aooord- 
ance wffii the provisioas c^this^harter, exercised 
the power of nomination. 

He may call special meetmgs of the boards of 
aldermen and'Common'Couneil, or either of them, 
when, in his opinion, the interests of the city re- 
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quire it, by causing notices to be lef\ at the usual 
^oe of Tesideaeeivfeajeh member of tb» board or 
iloarditobe eonvenecL 

' MeftlMllylfom timer to time> eommimiciite to 
bMb boards sack iaformauoai ami reoommeiici 
•ttoh ineasBieay. as Uie business and interests of 
the city may., iniua opinion, require. 

Slai^aH presida in the bQ»rd of Hldermcn, and 
lA coimentiiiD of tha <wo boards, but shall have a 
. oasliiif vote anlfr. 

Tha saUurjr of the flasa>w, for the first year in 
vhidi this charter shaU take efiect, shall be eight 
hundred dollars, aod no more. His salary shall 
aiteewasds be fixed by the city council, and made 
payable at statad periods,, buit shall not at aay 
' thnaaseead twelve huodrad dollars, nor shall it 
be iaeteaaed or diminished during the year for 
wkioh be is ahosen ; and be 'shall have no other 
compensation: provided, how^vfir^ that the city 
eoaaeii skaU haire power to appoint the ma^or 
eommisaaiiAf of highways, when, in their opin- 
ion, suoh an offioe shall become necessary, and 
allow liim a suitable Qompeosation therefor. 

Sect. 8. The ex«Hmti ve power of said eity gen# 
erally, and thb administration of the police, with 
all the powers heretofore vested in th» selectm*ii 
of Worcester, shall be vested in, and miy be ex- 
ercised bf , the mayor and aldermen, as fully as if 
thd same were herein specially enumj^rated. 

The mayor and aldermen shall have full and 
esifolattive povtFer to appoint a constable or oonsta- 
bies, and a cnfy marshal and assistants, with the 
pdwftrs and duties of ooastablas, and all dberpo- 
lioe offieers, and the same to remove at pleasare. 
And dw mayor and aldennen may nqaito any 
person who may be appointed marshel or eoasta- 
ble oftiie chy, to give bo&dls for the fldtb/bl dis- 
charge of the duties of the office, with sneh esou- 
ifty, and to sswb amooat, as tbiy uuff dmm rea- 
aonabie and proper ; npon wbich bondkiha like 
pmoeedtags and remedies may* be had, as aiaby 
law provided ia oasa of oonitables' bonds taken 
by the selectman of towns. . 

Theet^ eoanail shall, aiuiitaUy, as soon after 
tbair organiEatian aa ajay baeonvenient, eleet by 
johit baUoc, in eonirentkiB, a traasiBer and ooUec- 
iat ol saxaa, » chiet angiaaer, a city clerk, and 
three. a ss is sa iB of iMes^ and Hx their aompensa- 
tions. Tkay shall ate, in saeh manner as th^y 
<ibaU deMminft, iqppoiat ttt elect all Qtke>r subor- 
dinata oflteers^ for wdhost election or appointment 
oiber provision is not herein made^xlefine thjir 
4licies,-aad fta cheit compensation?. 

AU sittings of tha m«^of ,and aldernuiQ, of the 
«oauBon>coancil,,aiid of Uia city counoil, shall be 
publie, when they are n^t engaged in executive 
business. 

The cii^r aaunoil sfaAll nii^ care Oiat 110 money 



be paid from the treasury, unless granted or ap- 
propriated, and shall secure a just and proper ac- 
countability by requiring bonds, with sufficient 
penalties and sureties, from all persons intrusted 
with the receipt, custody, or disbursement of mo- 
ney; themayoj 
and superintet] 
the custody an( 
witli power to 1 
sold, and to pu 
m the name an 
its interest or c( 
require it. And 
often as once a 
the use of the ir 
the receipts an 
city prooertv ai^u ui buc unv ucuis. 

Ssc 
direct 
them 
inatio 
or rej( 
persoi 
the sa 
ury, 1 
bea ] 

COmiTtvu uuuuvii. 

Sbc. 10. The city clerk shall also be clerk of 
the board of aldermen, and shall be sworn to tbe 
faithful performance of his duties. He shaU per- 
form such duties as shall be prescribed by the 
board of aldermen ; and he shall perform all the 
duties and exerdise all the powers, by lav^ in- 
cumbent upon, or vested in the town derk of the 
town of Wdrc^steK He shall be chosen for 6he 
year and until another shall be chosen and quhl- 
itied in his place; but may at any time be tembv' 
ed by the city council. He shall deliver to his 
successor in office, as soon as chosen and qualifi- 
ed, all journals, records^ papers, documents, or 
other things, held by him in his capacity of city 
clerk. 

SisoT. 11. The qualified voters of each ward, a 
their respective annual ward meetingis for the 
choice of officers, shall elect 
sou in each wardj who shall I 
ward, to be an overseer of the 
spns thus chosen, together wi 
constitute the board of ovei 
and shall have sdl the powers 
all the duties, now by law s 
overseers of the poor of the tc 

And the qualified Voters sha 
and in like manner, elect thri 
ward, who shall be residents 
members of the school committee ; and the per- 
sons thus chosen, together with the mayor, shall 
constitute the school committee d^nd hav^ the pare 
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And the persons to be chosen by the city coun* 
cH, as assessors, shall constitute. the board of as- 
sessors, and shall exercise, the powers, and be 
subject to the duties and liabilities, oi assessors 
in towaa. 

All taxes shall be .assessed, apportioned, and 
collected, in the manner prescribed by the gen- 
eral laws oi the Commonwealth. Provided, how- 
.tver, that the city council may establish further 
. or additional provisions ibr the collection thereof. 
Should there fail to be a choice of overseers 
of the poor, members of the school committee, or 
^ assistant assessors, in any ward, on the day of the 
tyryjft^ ward meeting, tjia meeting shall . ber ad- 
journed from time to time, until the elections 

le 

5, 

8, 

in 

It 

it»- 
[)r 
J. 

le 
le 
id 

>y 

le 
of 

/Df aelecunen or the inhabitants oi towns. 



Itnd SsoT. 18« AH the power ami andiority nowv by 
n of law vested in the selectmen ^ the town of Wor- 
>pri- cestei^ for the preservation of tlio publie health, 
ithe idiatt be transfeaect to and vetted iis the eitjirQeiiK- 
trrod oil, to he- earried into execiittoa in-suok mattner 
hod as the city coaneii shall deem expedieiife. 
sup- Sbot. 14. The city oomioii tUaU havo miibDri- 
edin Ity tie cause drains and oommon sewecs to be 
e ex- laid down through any streets-or privMo IsEnd*, 
jects paying the owners such damage as tbey may Suc- 
tions tain thereby, and to require all persons to poy a 
erec- reasonable sum for the privilege of opebing any 
city, drain intb said public dniitt or oomniott sewfer, 
same and also to reqpiiie that private drains sbatt be 
nade [ conducted into the public drain or sewer, in any* 
case In which the said eity-emmcil shall judge the 
; and | same neeessary or proper for- the oleanUness and 
irard, health of tbe efty. 

n as- And the 6lvy council may make, by laws^ witii 
r the suitable penalties, for the ibspcetion sod surwey , 
with mea^ureiAent and sale, xA lumber, wood, hsy, 
i and coal, and iMirk:, brottghi ilUo the oi^ for sale, and 
and si^dl have the same powers as the lownrnow have 
ce of in, xeieretn^e to ^e fire department, and the Ui,ws 
^c^tiag thereto, snd in reference to the, suspension 
of theia,wsfdr the prote^ tion and pifservation of 
useliil birds, and of all other l^W3 the epe|ration.pr . 
suspension oi which is subject to the action of the 
townthofson* . . j 

Sbct. 15. It shaU be the duty of the oity conn - 
eiU ift the montk of October, aaaiially, to ineet 
in oonventioay and dotexmine the number of ;ve- 
piesentativeflAto beielecHed to the s^mtii court, 
b|r4he oity, in sooh yelir» which shall be cooolu- 
siiro. . And the number thus detenminad shall be 
specified: ia the warrant calling meetii]i(gslbfi the 
etactton of lepxeaematives. 

Sbot. 16. AH elections for couaty, state, «fld 
datted Stales officers, who axe voted km by the 
people, dodl be hski at moetings of the oitisens 
qualified to vats la such eleotions, in their respec- 
tive wards, at the time fixed by law ior ifae^s elsc- 
tions respectively; and at such meetings, -sH die 
votes given ior said sevend offieeos ^rospeetsrtiy , 
shalUbe assoited, counted, deeiared, and rsgislBr- 
ed, in open ward meetings %y caaang the aaHses 
of an persons voieclfor, said the nnalMsof vMes 
given ibr eaob, t»i)e wiittsckiaidM ward fseardy 
sitlength. The ward eleik ^nU Ibitfasiritti dSKv- 
er to the city elerka csctitfed mopj oi the nderd 
of such elections. The city ofefk shall fortliwtth 
record such i«tiixBS ; and ih* . nAyos -and aMIsr- 
men ishall, within two ds^ after eviny^sotilt eleo- 
tion, examine and edmpate all swd istwus, and 
malte out aoettiflesifs^f the lesult of suflb. elec- 
tions, to be signed by the mayor and a fln^eri^ of 
the aldemitn, and ako by the city elsrk,. Vhich 
^ shall be transmitted or delivered in tbs same man - 
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4iec AS similas returns are by Uw directed to be 
made by seleetmen of towns. 

lo all elections §at repzesentAtives to the gener- 
al eourty* in case the whole iiumber proposed to 
ho alpotfid shaU not be chosen by a linajori^ of the 
Votes legaJUy leturned, the mayor and aldermen 
ibrthwjth issue their warrants for a new 
Q» Cfioioim&bly to the provisions of the 
GoastibiUoa and laws oi this Commonwealth. 

Sect* 17, Prior to every election, the mayor 
tmA aldennen shall make out hsts of all tlie citl- 
ams of e«oh ward, qualified to vote in such elec- 
tioiis» in ihQ ina^er in which selectmen of towns 
are required to make out lists of voters ; and, for 
that parpose, they shall have full access to the as- 
aoasors' books and lists,and are empowered to call 
Sog the assistanoa of the assessors, assistant asses- 
aoMk attd othex city officers ; and they shall deliv- 

~ er the list8» so prepared and corrected, to the 
cjork^ of the sevexal wards^ to be used at such 
elections; and no person shall be entided to vote 
whose name is not borne on such list. And in 
relation to tlie preparation, posting,and correction 
of snch Usts, the mayor and aldermen shall per 
:fy!n^ the same duties, and be governed by the 

' flame regulations* as are required by law to be 
observed by selectmen of towns . provided^ how- 
«wr, that a list of the voters ot each ward shall 
be ported, ii^ one or more public places in each 
ward ; and provided, further, that any person 
whose ttame shall not be borne on the list of the 
ward in which he is entitled to vote, when it shall 
1^ pliM^in the hands of the clerk of said ward, 
shalLhaye the right to have his name entered 
tfaereon, at any time thereafter before the closing 
of the polls, upon presenting to the ward officers 
a certificate, signed by tlie mayor or city clerk, 
aettingibrth his right to have his name so entered. 
SfiCT. 18. General meetings of the citizens qual- 
ified to vote may, from time to time, be held, to 
coasalt upon the public good, to i instruct their 
re|»eic»tativa8, and to t^o all lawful means to 
oblwa sedcosp for any grievances, according to the 
lil^t seeuced to the people by the constitution of 
thifl CommonwetaUh.. And sucli meetings may 
aadflhaUbe duly^u^rned by the mayor and al- 
dbMn»n» upoir die jeqoest, in writing, setting 
ibrtbthepiizpa^eA thereoij of &[ty qualified vot- 

SaCT. 19* For the purpose of organizing the 
systmi of government hereby estabUshed, and 
pwttii^tho MfvaoG into operation in the first in- 
ttUMe, the ^okotmen of the town of Worcester, 
ibr tlia tua« bQing,jBhail on some day in the months 
of Maveh or April of the presentyear, issue their 
wanants, saven days at least previous to the day 
aoappointed, calling meetings of the said citizens, 
at such place and hour as they may deem expe- 



dient, for the purpose of choosing a Warden ,cleik, 
and inspectors for each ward, jand all other offi- 
cers whose election is provided for in the precc 
ding sections of this act; and the ti anscripts of 
the records of each ward, speciiying die votes 
given for the several offices aforesaid, certified by 
the warden and clerk of the ward, at said flrdt 
meeting shall be returned to said6electmen,whose 
duty it shall be to examine and compare the 
same ; and in case such elections shoidd not he 
completed at the first meeting, then to issue new 
warrants unto such election sliallbe completed, 
and to give notice thereof, in manner before pro- 
vided, to the several persons elected. And at said 
first meeting, any inhabitant of said ward, being 
a legal voter, may call the citizens to order, and 
preside until a warden shall have been chosen. — 
And at said fir^st meeting, a list of voters.'in each 
ward, prepared and corrected by the selectmen 
for the time being, shall be delivered to the clerk 
of each ward, when elected, to be used as here- 
inbefore provided. 

Tlie selectmen shall appoint such time, for 
the first meeting of the city council, as they 
may judge prdperafter the choice of the city offi- 
cers as aforesaid, or a majority of the members 
of both boards, not later than die first Monday 
in May, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-eight, and shall also fix upon the place 
and the hour of said first meeting; and a written 
notice thereof shall be sent, by said selectmen, to 
the pi ace of abode of each of thecity officers, chos- 
en as provided in this section. And after this first 
election of city officers, and this first meetmg for 
the organization of the city council, as in this 
section is provided, the day of holding the annual 
elections, and the day and hour for the meeting of 
the city council, for the purpose of organization 
shall remain as provided in the sixth section of 
this act. * 

It shall be the duty of tlie city council, imme- 
diately after tlie first organization, to elect all ne- 
cessary city officers, who shall hold their offices 
respectively, until others shall have been chosen 
and qualified ; and at the meetings to be called as 
prescribed in this section, for the choice of ward 
and city officers, the said inhabitants may and 
shall. also give their votes for such county officers 
as are to be chosen, which votes shaU be recorded,, 
certified and returned, in the manner provided in 
the sixteenth section of this act. 

Sect. 20. The city council shall have power to 
make all such salutary and needful by-laws, as 
towns, by the laws of this Commonwealth, have 
power to make and establish, and to annex pen- 
alties, not exceeding twenty dollars, for the breach 
thereof, which by-laws shaU take efftct, and be 
in force, from and after the time therein respect- 



Digitized by 



Google 



t « ) 



iyely Ibwted, without the sanction of any court, 
or other authority whatever.^orirferf, ^(ni«vcr,that 
all laws and regulations now in force in the town 
of Worcester shall, until they shall sxpirebv their 
own liiwitatioij, or be revised or repealed by the 
pity council, remain in force ; and all fines and 
forfeitures, for the Ijreach of any by-law, or ordi- 
nance, shall be paid into the city treasury. 

SECt. 21. The annual town meeting, in the 
town of Worcester, which is required by law 4p 
be holden in the month of March or April, is 
hereby suspended, and all town officers, now in 
office, shall hold their places until this act shall go 
into operation ; and in case this charter shall not 
be accepted, in the manner and form as herem- 
atter provided, then the selectmen shall issue their 
warrant, according to Istw, for holding the annn- 
al town meeting of the inhabitants, in which all 
the prooeedings shall be the same as if this act 
had not been passed. 

Sect. 32. All officers of the town of Worces- 
ter, having the care and custody of the pubUc 
jecorda, or of any papers or property belonging 
to said town, shall deliver the same to the city 
clerk, withi^ one week afteib his entering upon 
the duties of his office. 

Sect. 23, The city council shall have author- 
ity, and hereby is fully authorized and empower- 
ed, to purchase, in,the name and on behalt of the 
city, sUl the property, rights, and interest ol the 
, Worcester Aqueduct Company in and to the wa- 
ters of Bladder Pond, now called Bell Pond, and 
to the management and use of the same, together 
with the land owned by said company, with their 
' reservoirs, aqueduct, hydrants, and whatsoever 
else the said company have a right to hold and 
possess, under their actofincorpora,tion. And the 
said Worcester Aqueduct Company are hereby 
authorized and empowered to sell and transfer the 
same to the qjty of Worcester, for such consider- 
ation as maybe agreed upon by and between 
the city council, on the part of said city, and the 
said company ; and to make and execute a deed 
thereof, by their committee of mana/^ers, or a 
majority of said committee, for the time b^ing; 
which deed shall be good and effectual in law to 
pass all the property, rights, and interest of said 
company, and to vest the same in the city. Pro- 
vidtd, however, before any such transfer shall be 
made, the said aqueduct company, at a meeting 
duly warned and convened for that purpose, by a 
warrant oontainifig an article to that effect, shall, 
by a majority of votes given in at such meeting, 
x^onsent to such sale and transfer. And upon such 
sale and transfer being made, as aforesaid, and 
.the deed thereof being recorded in the registry of 
.deeds for the county of Worcester, all the prop- 
erty, rights, and intercjit of the said company 



shall be and vest In the said city : and thftreu|3on 
the said city shal! succeed to and have, |n)ssen » 
and enjoy, and may exercise atttlie conttof «*4 
direction ovfer said jjroperty which it may ri^t- 
fully do over other city property. And tfcw eiiy 
council shall have the same power to pfo^M* 1^ 
the management, preservation, and twe of sAid 
aqiieduct, and shall have the same care, ouM9iA5r 
and management of the property thus tttkiisfslr- 
red, and shall possess and exeit»lso tt* ssttie 
powers, in respect to said aqueduct, and the uses 
thereof, and in all things relatitij? thereto, whiifc 
were granted to said company, by a law ofttoe 
Commonwealth entitled •* An Act to iricttrponMte 
the Worcester Aqueduct Company," passed on 
the twenty-eighth day of February, m the yaUr 
one thousand eight hundred and fori)^five ; and 
the power and authority over said property, mtd 
all the powers and privileges, rights andobt)ff«- 
tions, created by said act, whether to be eiwrois- 
ed by the corporation of the Worcester Aqueduct 
Company at meetings provided for m said act or 
by the committee of managers, appointed pursu- 
ant thereto, Bhall be vested in, and exercised 1^, 
the city council, and by such officers as the said 
oounctt may appomt fbr that purpose. And 
the same penalties and forfeitures shall be 
incurred, for rhaliciously defiling or cornipthij^ttie 
waters whidi supply said aqueduct, or mialicSoos- 
ly injuring said aqueduct or any oTits appurte- • 
nances, and the same remedy had, by the citytof 
Worcester, as are provided, in the elev^mli ^wc- 
tion of the act aforesaid, for the said t&miiA>€ 
Worcester and the said aqueduct company. Amd 
the said city shall bo under, and subject to, the 
same liabilities as are provided fot in the ton^ 
section of the act aforesaid. 

Sect. 24. There is hereby established, witllin 
and for the said city of Worcester, a poKofeodmrt, 
to consist of one learned, able, and diioreet per- 
son, to be appointed by the governor and coonml, 
pursuant to the constitutiori, to take oogniMnoe, \ 
and have exclusive jurisdiction of aU orim«9« of- 
fences, and misdemeanors committed in amdiAty, 
whereof justices of the peace may new, or hute- 
after, legally take cognizanee, and of aft ofiaoees 
against the by-laws and reguteliow whieh may 
be established by the city council ol the Mid ^ty 
of Worcester, or shaH be in fiwroe in fiaid oity. 
The court hereby established shall hear and deter-^ 
mine all suits, compltittte, and piostcutiens. cog- 
nizable by it, in like manner as is piovidBd, by 
law, for the exercise of the poweis «nri: at ith fl yity 
which Aow are, or may' lieieaiter.be, vested i^ 
justices of the peace, and do aU acts neeesiwry 
to, and consistent with, sluch powers and author- 
ity. Arid said court shftU also have>rigiwil jwns- 
diction of all civil suits and actionsi of wWoh 
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j«i8tioes of the pea<So ia said county may or shall 
have cx>^izanc€, in cmicurrence with said jus- 
tioes. An appeal shall be allowed from all orders, 
doorees, and judgments in said court, in Uke man- 
ner, and to the same extent, that appeals are now 
allowed by law, from orders, decrees, and judg- 
ments oi j ustice 3 ot the peace. And' the j ustiee of 
said cottrt shall not be attorney, or of counsel to 
aay party, in . any matter or thing whatsoever 
which may be pending in said court 

In all prosecutions by complaint before the 
said poikh codrt, founded on the special acts of 
the legislature, or the ordhiances and by-laws of 
the city of Worcester, it shall 1>e sufficient to set 
iorth, in such complaint, the offence, tally and 
plainly, substantially and formally ; but it shall 
not be necessary to set forth such special act, by- 
law, or ordinance, or any part thereof; and the 
provisions of this section, with regard to such 
prosecutions, shall also apply to all prosecutions 
founded on the by-laws or ordinances of the town 
of Worcester, which may remain in fof ce after 
this act shall go into operation . 

Sect. 25. AU writs and warrants issued by said 
court, or by any justice of the peace within said 
eity of Worcester, in ail matteirs and cases where- 
of said poliee court, by this act, has exclusive ju- 
risdiction, shall be made returnable, and be re- 
tained, before said court; and if any writ or war- 
rant shall be issued by any justice of the peaoe, 
returnable before said court, the lawful fees pay- 
able therefor shall not be allowed or paid to said 
justice, unless it shall ^appear, on examination or 
hearing before said court, that there was just or 
reasonable cause for his issuing said writ or war- 
rant, in jwhlch case, such fees, costs, and charges, 
shall be allowed and taxed, in like manner as if 
such writ or warrant had been issued by said jus- 
tice of the peace, according to the laws now in 
force. 

Sect. 26. It shall be lawful for the justice of 
said court, at his discretion, to discharge any per- 
son from imprisoument,who shall have been con- 
fined, under sentence of any court, for three 
months or more, for non-payinent of fine, and 
costs, or either of them, when it shall be made to 
appear to him that such person is unable to pay 
said fine and costs. 

Sect. 27. The justice of the said police court, in 
addition to the services hereinbefore assigned to 
him, shall exercise and perform the duties of 
clerk of said court, and shall tax all bills of cost, 
and receive all fines and penalties, and shall re- 
ceive and keep a true and faithful account of all 
f^s taxable by law in said court, in all case8,and 
concerning all matters and things, concerning 
which by this act, he has exclusive jurisdiction, 
other than in civil suits between private parties, 



and shall exhibit, in the month p'f October* of 
each year, to the board of accounts hereinafter 
established, a particular account of all sums of 
money by him received, other than in such civil 
suits and actions, as such clerk ; and snail tax 
and exhibit all bills of cost for witnesses in crimi- 
nal examinations and prosecutions, in the same 
manner that justices of the peace are now, by 
law required to do, And the said clerk shall pay 
over to the city treasurer, immediately after his 
account shall be examined and certified by said 
board of accounts, the balances, if any, which 
may appear to be due from him, after deducting 
the sum which he is hereinafter authorized to re- 
tain for his own use ; and the accounts so exhib- 
ited, from time 
city treasurer, ir 
that purpose, wl 
him, with the cc 
aforesaid, by 1 
and the said ace 
kept by said tre 

lice court shall give bond, with a surety or sureties 
to the acceptance of the mayor and aldermen of 
the city, and in such penalty as they shall deter- 
mine, for. the faithful performance of the duties 
of his office, as clerk. 

Sect. 28. The justice of the police court shall 
be entitled to retain, for his own use, out of all 
moneys received by him, in ea«h year, for fees, 
fines, and penalties, aforesaid, the sura of eight* 
hundred dollars, in full compensation for all ser- 
vices assigned to him by the provisions of this 
act, other than in civil suits and actions ; and, in 
addition thereto, shall be entitled to receive and 
retain to his own use his fees, taxable by law, 
in such civil suits and actions, of which he has 
jurisdiction, as may be brought before him.— 
And any balance of fees, fines, and penalties, 
which by this act are to be accounted for, over 
and above the said sum of eight hundred dollars, 
shall, immediately after the account thereof shall 
have been audited, be paid by the justice of said 
police court to the city treasurer. 

Sect. 29. A court shall beheld by said jus- 
tice, in some suitable and convenienttplace, to be- 
provided at the expense of said city, on two sev- 
eral days of each week, and as much oftener as 
may be necessary, to take cognizance of crimes, 
offences, and misdemeanoifs, and all violations of 
the by-laws, and regulations, and ordinanctetf of 
the city, of which said police court may have 
jurisdiction, and on one day in each month, and 
as much oftener as may be necessary, for the 
trial of such civil suits and actions as may be 
brought before it. And the justice of said police- 
court shall, from time to time, establish all neces- 
sary rutes'for the orderly and uniform conducting 
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t!ie business pi s^id court,both civil and criminal. 

$EC-£. 30. The clerk of tlie courts of Worces- 
ter County, and tho county treasurer of said 
county, shall be, and hereby are, constituted a 
board of account**, " and shall meet in the 
month* of November in each year, and as mttch 
oltener as may be necessary ; and when so as- 
sembled, shall have power, and it shall be their 
duty, to adjust, liquidate, examinq and allow, all 
bills of con, accounts and charges, which may 
be made, or may arise in the course of proceed- 
ings in said police court, and the said board shall 
certify that said accounts, charges and expenses 
have been examined and allowed by tHem ; and 
a certificate of such exammation and allowance 
shall be endorsed on tho accounts exhibited to 
said board, and shall be addressed to the public 
officer to whom such charges, fees, and expenses, 
may be payable by law. The members of said 
board of accounts shall be entitled to receive, out 
of the treasury of said city of Worcester, the sum 
of three dollars, for each and everyday which 
si all be devoted to the duties hereby assi/^ned to 
t em. 

/ Sect. 31 All suits, complaints, actions, and 
prosecutions which shall have been instituted,and 
which shall be pending before any justice of the 
{>eace in the county of Worcester, at the time 
when tliis act shall take efiect, or wliich shall be 
JO instituted before a police justice shall be duly 
^appointed and ^aliAed under this act, shall be 
proceeded in, heard, and determined, as 'though 
the same had not been pussed. 

Sect. 82. The justice of the" police court shall 
tnake a return to the several courts of all legal 
processes and of his doings thereln,in the same 
manner as justices of the peace are now, by law, 
required to do. 

Sect. 83. There shall be appointed by the 
ffovernor and council, pursuant to the constitu- 
tion, two special justices of said court, who shall 
hold their offices for the same time, and by the 
like tenure as the justice of said court; and when- 



ever it shall happen, that the justice of silid court 
shall be a party, or interested in any suit or prtM- 
ecution cognizable by said court, or be akin tooi- 
ther party therein, or shall, from any other came,' 
be tmable to attend' said court, or to bear stid 
determine any matter or thing x>endMig dinrete^ 
the cause shall be assigned on the record, andilie 
court may and shall be held, and its juritdksfkia 
be exercised, by one or both of «aid special jiuiH'* 
ces. Ahd said specia) jtistices shall be paid, fetf 
the services required of them, by said jiistiotf) 
out of the sum he is heminbefbre aotliDiiaed to 
retain for his own use, such oompdWtttm^as jof 
ticesof the peftcie wouUl beentlt&ed to,iar ite 
same services. * 

BfiCT. 84. AU sitch acts, and parts of aots^ atf 
are inconsistent with the provisiofis of tbia met^ 
shal! be, and the same are, hereby vepealed. 

Sect. 35. Nothing contamed in t^ actsfaaUlM 
so construed as to prevent the legislature ftom sl^ 
tering or amending the same^ w^etMver tbey shai| 
deem it expedient. 

Suct. 99. This aet shall be y»id, txtSesM die iii>- 
habitants of the town of Wotoestsr, at a togai 
town meetiaf catted for that purpoeoi idiaH, by 
a vote of a majority of the roms present, v&timff 
tbetecHi by a mritten ballot, deiermiae to adopi 
the same, within twenty days firom and ailer its 
passage ; at whidi raeetiikg tfaepoUs shall be kept 
open not less dian six hours : and the edeetman 
^all preside in aaM meeting, and in. receiving savi 
ba,Uots skall use the check lists, in tho saaie nsuf 
ner as thegr ate tteed in elections fm state offioanii 

Sect. 27. This act shall go into opeiatkon imm 
and after its passage.' 

House of Representatives, Feb. 28, 1848. 
Passed to be enacted. • 

FRANCIS B. CRO WNINSHIELD, Speaker. 

Ln Senate, Feb. 29, 1S48. 
Passed tp be enacted. 

ZENO SCUDDER, President. 



Approved. 



February 29, l&ia 
GEORGE N. BrIgGS. 
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